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Message from the Founder 

When I started Victoria’s Quilts Canada, I hoped it would become what it 
is today and thanks to our wonderful volunteers it has achieved my 
dream! 
 
As I write this letter, I have a whole new perspective of cancer and how it 
affects not only the patient, but also their family. 
 
My husband, Bryan, to whom I were married 53 years ago in May, was 
diagnosed with rectal cancer last July.  Just hearing those words caused 
both of us to stop suddenly and realize that our lives were about to 
change. 
 
For those who have lived through this experience, what I am about to tell 
you is not new – you and your loved ones have already lived this story. 
 
Bryan never had a symptom, no pain, no bleeding.  Fortunately his doctor recommended that he 
do the FOBT test each year and they had always come back with no abnormal results, until this 
year. 
 
Our lives became all about cancer.  Test upon tests upon tests.  For a while they suspected that 
he might also have lung cancer but it turned out to be calcified nodules from a lung infection he 
had many years ago. 
 
He had his surgery in October and they were able to remove the entire tumor and keep enough 
healthy tissue to do internal reconstruction.  He required no chemotherapy or radiation!  He is 
doing very well and we could not be happier. 
 
People often complain about our medical system, but I cannot praise the team of doctors, 
nurses, technicians and all others who touched our lives during that difficult time.  
I would also like to thank our family and friends for the love, prayers and support they shared 
with us. 
 
This journey has allowed me to see the other side of the work we do.  Usually we deliver a quilt 
either in person or by mail and that is the end for us.  Often we receive acknowledgement 
through cards and donations and get to hear a bit more of someone’s story. 
 
I have always said that our quilts are like a hug and each time someone wraps themselves up in 
it, it is like the person who gave it to them is with them. 
 
As you read through the reports that follow, please remember that the people who do the work 
of Victoria’s Quilts Canada have dedicated their time and talent to help others feel that “hug”. 
 
God bless! 
Betty Giffin 
Founder of VQC  
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Quilt Delivery Statistics 

1999 - 16 
2000 - 36 
2001 - 458 
2002 - 694 
2003 - 930 
2004 - 1,149 
2005 - 1,604 
2006 - 2,392 
2007 - 2,724 
2008 - 3,294 
2009 - 3,760 
2010 - 4,175 
2011 - 4,910 
2012 - 5,571 
2013 - 5,827 
2014 - 5,213 
2015 - 5,968 
2016 - 6,582 
2017 - 6,966 
2018 - 7,182 

 

Total to December 31, 2018  68,593 

  

Mission Statement 

The mission of Victoria's Quilts Canada is to provide handmade  
quilts to people with cancer in Canada. By providing these quilts,  

we hope to bring physical comfort to those dealing with cancer, as well  
as spiritual comfort in knowing they are not alone in their struggle. 
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VQC across Canada 

Victoria’s Quilts Canada (VQC) has 25 Branches across Canada, plus 21 Friends Groups that 
comprise the National Office in Ottawa. A VQC Branch is a group from a defined geographical 
area that is established to make and distribute quilts within that area. The quilts they make are 
also sometimes distributed to other communities in support of the National program. Branches 
administer their own affairs in accordance with VQC policies and procedures. 
 
Feel free to contact and join a Branch in your area. If there are none nearby, and you would like 
to start one, please contact our Branch Coordinator or phone 613-224-6835. 

 

Alberta 
Calgary 
Okotoks 

 
British Columbia 

Victoria 
 
Manitoba 

Neepawa 
 
New Brunswick 

Moncton 
 

Nova Scotia 
Halifax 
Tantramar  

 
Ontario 

Golden Lake 
Hamilton-Niagara 
Harrowsmith 
Kawartha Lakes 
Kemptville 
North Bay 
Pakenham 
Portland 
Renfrew 
Sudbury 
Waterloo/Wellington 
West Nipissing/Sturgeon Falls 
Woodstock/Oxford 

Prince Edward Island 
Tignish 

 
Quebec 

Laurentian 
Shawville 

 
Saskatchewan 

Climax 
Moosomin 
 

mailto:branches@victoriasquiltscanada.com
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Board of Directors 

Victoria’s Quilts Canada (VQC) is governed by a Board of Directors composed of volunteers 
from among our membership. The Board is appointed for a one-year, renewable term by our 
members at annual general meetings. New Board members can also be added at other times 
through a vote by the current Board members. 
 
The Board holds regular meetings and is responsible for the overall management of the 
organization. It establishes the overall strategic direction, sets policy and monitors Branch 
operations. The Board also oversees the operation of 21 Friends Groups in the National Office, 
which comprises Ottawa and its surrounding communities, and carries out fundraising activities 
in support of the National quilt-making program. 
 

Leslie Bury-National Secretary 
 
Leslie joined the Board in June 2018. She has had a 45 year career in business administration, 
35 of those years in the non-profit sector. Leslie is now retired. She has held volunteer positions 
with various organizations most of her adult life. Leslie has such great respect for VQC and its 
volunteers for the amazing work that they do. 
 

Marlene Cox-Director of National Friends Groups 

Marlene joined VQC in the fall of 2012 after retiring from teaching. She first heard about the 
organization after receiving a quilt while undergoing treatment for breast cancer in 2010. This 
quilt, which had been requested by her United Church Women’s group, encompassed all the 
support and caring she had received from friends, family, and community. Marlene joined the 
Board of Directors in May 2013 and is the Director of National Friends Groups. 
 

Lucy Doré-Director of Communications 
 
Lucy joined the Board in the spring of 2019 following a twenty-five year career in 
Communications, Marketing and Client Services for Ottawa’s public transit system, OC Transpo. 
Her second career started with a one-year contract to replace a friend who worked for a not-for-
profit association whose members regulate pharmacists and the practice of pharmacy in 
Canada. She enjoyed this experience so much that she stayed for ten years, providing 
Communications, website development and management services. Lucy first heard of VQC 
several years ago through her curling friends who knew she loved to sew. Retirement provided 
the time needed to get involved with this very worthwhile organization. She made her first quilt 
in the spring and is committed to making many more.  
 

Blanche Dunn-National President 
 
Blanche has been with VQC almost since the beginning. Her duties as the Coordinator of 
Friends Groups for the National Office for so many years allowed her the opportunity to get to 
know many of our volunteers personally. She continues to be the “Keeper of the Stash” and 
never gets tired of seeing the variety of wonderful fabrics our quilters continue to donate. She 
has been a Board of Directors member since the start of VQC and helped Betty in a variety of 
capacities during her two years as Vice-President. Blanche became President in 2008. 
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Carole Noel-Mills-Director-at-large 
 
Carole has been involved with Victoria's Quilts Canada for about 18 years. 
She joined while working for the federal government and continues now after retirement. Over 
the years she has participated in different activities such the Quilt-a-thon, the fashion shows and 
kit making. She has recently been elected to the Board of Directors as Director-at-large. 
 

Martine Genest-National Co-Treasurer for Branches 
 
Martine began working with VQC in 2013 after retiring from a 35-year career in the federal 
public service in various administrative and procurement positions.  She joined the Board of 
Directors in 2014 and was the National Treasurer for three years.  Due to health issues she 
stepped down as Treasurer in November 2017.  Now that she is on the mend Judy and Martine 
will be Co-treasurers starting in January 2019. 

 

Judy Lancaster-National Treasurer 
 
Judy has been working with VQC since 2012 after a 20 year career in teaching.  She has 
always been active in the community, volunteering in several non-profit organizations.  Judy and 
her husband operated a pick your own asparagus and strawberry farm for 25 years.  Since Judy 
has joined VQC, she has been the treasurer and bookkeeper for the organization and sees how 
important our work is.  As she reads the many thank you cards, she understands the warmth 
and compassion people feel when they receive one of our handmade quilts.  

 
Anne Rooke-Director of Funding Applications 
 
Anne joined VQC ‘s Board of Directors in November 2016 after retiring from a 35-year career in 
the federal public service where she worked with various rights-based organizations in 
management positions. This is her first time serving on a board and she enjoys working with 
such a dynamic and committed team.  
 

Kathy Yach-Director of Branches 
 
Kathy began working with VQC in 2005 following her retirement as Director of City View Centre 
for Child and Family Services. She has been involved in a number of non-profit organizations 
over the years and brings with her a wealth of knowledge. She was a Trustee with the Ottawa 
Board of Education for 13 years and Chair for two. She is currently Vice-President and, as 
Fundraising Coordinator, coordinates our fashion shows, manages our quilt raffles, and provides 
valuable insight into the fundraising process. 
 

How We Work 

Quilt Creation 
 
 Groups – known as Friends of Victoria’s Quilts Canada – meet to create quilts in a team 

similar to the “quilting bees” of the past. 

 Individual quilters – work independently and donate blocks, quilt tops, or completed quilts. 

 Quilt Guilds – make quilts as a group or individual project. 
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 Quilt-a-thons – held as needed by many of the branches; participants are invited to spend the 
day making quilts, sharing knowledge, and having a good time together. 

 Quilt-til-u-Wilt Days – held as needed when we have a shortage of quilts but extra tops on 
hand. 

 

Quilt Distribution 
 
 Quilts are distributed to anyone in Canada who is living with cancer. It does not matter what 

stage of the disease they are currently experiencing. When possible, these quilts are 
delivered personally by one of our volunteers. Otherwise, they are mailed. 

 Cancer patients can only receive one quilt. 
 

Community Support 
 
 Our organization is run by dedicated volunteers who freely give of their time and talents. 

 Businesses within the community help us by donating or discounting their products and 
services to help us do our work.  

 Our Branches receive donations from many community groups. 
 

   
 

 
Board of Director’s Annual Reports 

 
National President 
 
2018 has been a year of growth and challenges for Victoria’s Quilts.  
 
As your president, I have had a difficult time writing this report.  I reread my 2017 report and 
realized that I still felt all the same feelings for VQC and our wonderful volunteers, after all these 
years, I still have the strong desire to continue to make our quilts and be part of this wonderful 
organization.  I wonder how many of our volunteers have been with us for more than five years, 
ten years or even more.  
 
2018 has been a difficult year for our Board of Directors.  We had health concerns for a number 
of our members. We lost our friend, Shirley Gay. Shirley was a wonderful, happy and 
compassionate person and we all miss her. We found ourselves working with only half of our 
members a good part or the year. We now have two new Board members and this has made 
our work so much easier.   
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The number of quilts requested has risen each year.  We will reach 70,000 quilts before 
summer 2019. This is an amazing amount, considering it took us four years to reach our first 
1,000 quilts. We have all experienced a very long list of names waiting for a quilt. Our 
volunteers have always stepped up and produced an amazing number of quilts to make sure 
that each recipient receives their quilt as soon as possible. 
 
2018 has been a successful year for National. We have been blessed to have a number of 
amazing members working to raise funds for National.  In addition to our fundraisers, who would 
have thought that Walmart and our local charity Bingo Hall, have allowed us to finally have a 
new level of financial stability. 
 
2019 is Victoria’s Quilts Canada’s 20th Anniversary, I thank you all for making this happen.  We 
have all worked together to build this wonderful organization and we should be very proud of 
what we have accomplished.  
  
Thank you one and all. 
 
God Bless,  
Blanche Dunn 
National President 
 

Director of Communications 
 
Communications activities were somewhat curtailed in 2018 due to lack of time and resources. 
Michelle Gagnon, our Communications Coordinator for the past five years, who was unable to 
continue in this position due to a family crisis in June, resigned in the fall but offered to continue 
maintaining the VQC website for the time being. 
 
The VQC website, which remains the main vehicle for communicating with the public, was 
updated when time was available. This included posting 101 new comments received from quilt 
recipients in 2018. A few news items were also added to the site up until May. Unfortunately, it 
was not possible to resolve issues related to setting up a Members Only website. This task has 
therefore been deferred to 2019. 
 
One issue of our newsletter, The Fact Quarter, was published in spring 2018. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Michelle Gagnon  
Communications Director 
 

Director of Funding Applications 
 
The committee undertook a couple of initiatives during the year to secure grants and donations 
to assist us in defraying the ever increasing costs of making and distributing quilts. These 
included a letter writing campaign in which 31 law firms and 15 accounting firms in the Ottawa 
area were contacted. This resulted in donations from two of the law firms.  
 
For the second year in a row, Walmart Canada was the source of significant funding for VQC. 
Applications to the Walmart Community Giving Grants Program were submitted across the 
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country. Fourteen branches and National completed a total of 85 applications for the $1,000 
grants. Twenty-nine applications were deemed to meet Walmart’s area of focus that is the well-
being of local communities served by its stores.  VQC received a combined total of $61,000 
from Walmart Canada in 2017 and 2018. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Anne Rooke 
Director of Funding Applications 
 

Director of Branches 
 
As I reflect on the past year. I would personally like to thank everyone, for their commitment and 
hard work with VQC. 
 
We are living in a time where one out of two Canadians are diagnosed with cancer each year. 
In order for us to pursue our mission we need many volunteers across Canada. We are blessed 
that so many of you are volunteering with VQC in operating a local Branch, fundraising and 
most important making quilts and delivering them. 
 
Unfortunately Sundre Branch closed this year, when Darlene Gulka moved to Saskatchewan. In 
2018 we opened a new Branch in Hamilton-Niagara. We are also looking forward to a new 
Branch in Saskatchewan with Darlene and one in London, Ontario, in 2019. 
 
Please thank everyone in your Branch and Friends Groups. We really appreciate everything you 
do.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kathy Yach 
Director of Branches 
 

Director of National Friends Groups  

 
The twenty-one Friends Groups, along with some independent quilters in the Ottawa region, 
sewed 2,701 quilts in 2018, which was on average 40% of all the quilts distributed across the 
country. 
 
National sent out 2,039 by mail and 662 by hand, thanks to the efforts of our Quilt Request 
Coordinator, our Quilt Packing Coordinators, our Quilt Packers, and our Quilt Distribution team. 
Our Friends Group members worked tirelessly during their monthly, bi-monthly, or weekly 
meetings in an effort to increase our supply of quilts. 
 
Youth Initiatives Program  
Two high schools were involved in the Youth Initiatives program in 2018 when the students tied 
quilts during their lunch hour.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Marlene Cox 
Director of National Friends Groups  
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National Treasurer 
 
I wish to thank everyone for all the time and efforts they put into our organization.  As Treasurer, 
I see the many cards of appreciation, the wonderful donations and requests from across 
Canada. Our work has a unique purpose and it is deeply appreciated by all recipients and their 
families.  As we often say, “There is nothing like a warm, colourful quilt, made by a caring 
volunteer, to cuddle up in”.   
 
The one item of concern for our organization is the declining revenue associated with donations. 

This year, the receipted donations were down by $50,579 causing an income short fall 
from last year of $34,896 overall.  Although we cannot pinpoint the exact reason why, we can 

only assume that the number of organizations vying for the same donation dollars has grown -- 
there is only so much money that Canadians can give to charitable organizations.  The 
increasing number of charitable platforms such as the Benevity Goodness Platform, PayPal 
Giving Foundation, Go Fund Me pages are surely having an impact on where and how people 
are giving in general. 
 
In April 2018, we were fortunate to open two branches – one in Hamilton/Niagara, ON and the 
other in Halifax/Digby, NS.  However, late in 2018, Sundre Branch closed when the Branch 
Chair moved to Saskatchewan.  Once she was settled, she quickly opened a new branch in 
Nipawin. 
 
As we open more branches our workload at National Office increases. This year, I took over the 
position of National Treasurer and, Martine Genest became National Branch Treasurer whose 
focus is on managing and entering branch data in our financial system, among other things.  We 
both work well together as Co-treasurers and our aim is to quickly and efficiently process the 
financial transactions of the organization. 
I would also like to thank Jan Peszat and Anne Rooke who are our other dedicated members of 
our financial team. 
    
Early in 2019, we were notified that our former accountant was not able to conduct our 
Engagement Review.  Subsequently, we hired the firm of Frouin Group Professional Corp. to 
conduct the review for our organization.  You will find the result of their review in the Annex.  
Please note that an Audit will be performed next year for the 2019 financial year.   
 
Each year we make changes to our policies and procedures to make them more effective and 
current to the organization.   Thank you to all the Branch Treasurers for your dedication.  The 
work that you do is very important.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Judy Lancaster 
National Treasurer 
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Branch Reports 

 
Calgary 

Calgary Branch had another busy year: we delivered 413 quilts during 2018. Calgary continued 
to meet the growing demand for quilts in Northern Alberta as well as in the Calgary area. 

 
We remain grateful for Along Came Quilting (ACQ), which continues to 
support us by providing a large beautiful classroom.  We thank Linda 
Goh and her staff for continuing to collect and hold fabric donations for 
us, as well as providing information about us to their customers.  
We would like to express a special thank you to Walmart Community 
Giving. The Calgary Branch submitted 10 applications and received four 
$1000 grants from the program.  A special thank you to the Maranders 

McNeil Foundation Inc. for their continued support.    A special thank you also goes to the staff 
of Edenbrook Memorial Gardens and Funeral Home (Edenbrook) for the donation we received 
from the Arbour Memorial Foundation.  We also thank the volunteers from IHS Markit who help 
us at our meetings by pressing, cutting, and sorting fabric. We are grateful for all of the cash 
and fabric donations we receive from the community. 
 
We are excited to report that we have entered into a new venture with Karly Newbigging and her 
sewing students at Ecole Camrose Composite High School. Karly’s students will be making 2 

quilts for us in 2019. The Calgary Branch will supply the fabric and 
patterns. The students will sew the quilts from start to finish including 
quilting the tops on a long arm quilting machine.    
 
We participated in the annual Heritage Park Festival of Quilts with a 
group entry displaying quilts and having a booth. Volunteers at the 
booth provided attendees with information about Victoria’s Quilts 
Canada. We hosted the “Iron Quilt Challenge” and the quilts that were 
completed were donated to Victoria’s Quilts.   
 
The Calgary Branch had a one-day exhibit at the Calgary Exhibition 
and Stampede. We exhibited quilts and our members were on hand to 
share information about Victoria’s Quilts Canada. We sold bookmarks, 

coasters and fabric coffee cozy’s made by our members and volunteers. We thank the Calgary 
Exhibition and Stampede for allowing us to use the day as a fundraiser. 
 
We had a booth at the Creative Stitch Show in Calgary.  We sold bookmarks, coasters and 
fabric coffee cozy’s made by our members and volunteers. We would like to thank Creative 
Stitch Festival West for providing a booth free of charge to the Calgary Branch of Victoria’s 
Quilts Canada. 
 
We held another successful fabric sale. It was exciting to see people lined up at the door before 
we opened.  We remain grateful to Edenbrook and their friendly staff for providing the venue as 
well as tea and coffee. Thank you also to Edenbrook for providing storage space for some of 
our sale fabrics. 
 
Thank you to those community members and quilt guilds who continue to provide quilts and 
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fabric to the Calgary Branch. 
 

In 2016 we established two committees; one to prepare 
quilt kits for piecing and the other one to cut batting and 
flannel and match this to the pieced tops. The committees 

continue to be 
successful in 
helping our branch 
to meet the demand 
for quilts.  
 
 

 
 
 
The year 2019 will bring some changes to the Calgary Branch.  Joan Barlow will be stepping 
down as chair in the spring. We are excited to report that Carol Murray will be the new chair.  
The branch has formally established that the past chair will stay on for one year as past chair to 
help transition the change. 
 
As chair of the Calgary Branch I would like to thank all of our dedicated members and 
volunteers. Our members and volunteers provide countless hours and most of our members 
provide financial resources as well by using their own fabric, thread and gas as well as running 
small fundraisers for the benefit of VQC Calgary Branch.  Thank you for your dedication and 
enthusiasm. 
 
We remain grateful for the continued support we receive from the dedicated VQC Board of 
Directors and we look forward to working with the Board as the organization continues to 
evolve. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Joan Barlow  
Chair, Calgary Branch 
 
 
 

Climax 

2018 was a busy year for our organization. We continue to see an increased need for quilts by 
cancer patients in our province. With donations and help we have been able to provide 1,991 
quilts since we started as an organization. 
 
Our annual Dessert Night fundraiser was held May 11th and was another sell out! We receive 
such amazing support from the people of the local and regional area. Our speaker was a young 
cancer survivor who has local connections. The evening was enjoyed by the 130 in attendance. 
Each table was individually decorated by a different lady from the community. Beautiful flower 
baskets from the local greenhouse added to the decor in the hall. They were later sold to 
contribute to the funds raised that evening.  
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Our group is very thankful for our Friends Groups situated around the province. They are a big 
part of the construction of quilts we send out. 
We have an active local group who have gathered regularly to cut and prepare kits to mail to 
Friends Groups, pin quilts for the quilters, track and record kits to be sent out and make fabric 
choice combinations for quilt tops. The workshop days are fun and a lot is accomplished. This 
allows a steady flow of materials to all who help complete the tops and quilts.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Kirk 
Chair, Climax Branch 
 

Hamilton-Niagara 

The Hamilton/Niagara Branch became an official Branch in April 2018.  Prior to that we were 
working with the Waterloo Branch and covering the Hamilton/Niagara area.  We thank the 
Waterloo Branch for all their guidance and assistance in helping us become an official branch of 
VQC. 
 
To introduce ourselves to the community we had an open house in June which was very 
successful.  As a result of this we had new members join and our membership has increased to 
approximately 40 members and we produced and delivered 130 quilts in 2018.  
 
The branch participated in many events throughout the year including; a visit to a Lions event 
where we were able to set up a table and have a draw for a quilt; a toonie quilt block challenge 
which produced a beautiful quilt for distribution; in conjunction with the Waterloo branch we sold 
calendars and also sold Epicure products as fund raisers. 
 
We expanded our delivery area to include Haldimand/Norfolk in the fall of 2018. 
 
We are looking forward to what 2019 will bring. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Beverley Bellingham 
Chair, Hamilton-Niagara Branch 
 

Kemptville 
 
The Kemptville Branch of Victoria’s Quilts Canada has grown from a few members in 2002 to 
over 60 members in 2018 who create beautiful quilts to comfort those diagnosed with cancer. 
Over the course of this past year the members made 188 quilts, 113 were delivered from our 
branch and 60 were given to the National Office for delivery. 
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The members continue to meet at St. John’s United Church in Kemptville once a month where 
the quilts get sandwiched.  Usually about 40 - 45 ladies attend and many of them work at 
pinning the quilts while enjoying a time of fellowship. Other jobs being done during the Bee are 
taking inventory of the quilt kits brought in by the cutters, each kit is also numbered so that it 
may be tracked; bag kits are prepared and handed out to be completed and matched with the 
quilts. Some members bring in their sewing machines and work on the quilt kit that they have 
chosen.  
 
At lunch time everyone gathers to enjoy their meal, after which a quilt show takes place of all 
the quilts brought in that day.  It is tradition that at the May and December Bees we have a pot 
luck lunch and after lunch our President, Colette Stanisci, presents a slide show she prepares of 
the quilts brought in during the previous few months. 
 
In April the Kemptville Branch was invited to give a presentation at the luncheon of the Nor-Dun 
Senior Support Services in Winchester.  Our Vice-President, Barbara Gibson-Dutton, gave the 
presentation with the help of a few of our members. 
 
Our bank balance remains healthy thanks to the many donations we received throughout the 
year.  Therefore there was no need to take on any extra fund raising projects, however our fund 
raising table at the Bees generates enough funds for our incidentals. 
 
In September we lost one of our long time members, Betty Milne.  Betty was a real sweetheart 
who prepared the coffee at each Bee and usually brought in some of her homemade treats to 
share.  She also ironed for all the sewers which was a big help.  She is greatly missed. 
 
Then in November, our long time Vice President, Barbara Gibson-Dutton moved to Vancouver 
Island.  She was a vibrant part of our team and is also missed. 
 
With Barbara’s absence, we were fortunate to have Marjorie Graham step up from Member-at-
Large to take on the position of Vice President, and Doreen Daly, who is one of our cutters, 
volunteered to join the executive as Member-at-Large.  So along with Colette Stanisci as 
President, Fran Lapenna as Treasurer, Chris Boesveld as Quilt Keeper and Distribution, and 
myself, Elaine MacNaughtan as Secretary and Quilt Requests, we once again have a full 
executive. 
 
The branch is very fortunate in having many willing helpers to take on the various jobs of 
keeping the branch running smoothly. 
 
We are also very appreciative of all the donations from the community be they monetary, fabric 
or talent.  In November we had Jane Pelltier, a registered nurse, demonstrate the use of the 
defibrillator which is located in the church hall.  At the same bee, Kika Smith, owner of a local 
restaurant, Brewed Awakenings, provided lunch for all the ladies.  The owner of a local 
business, Smith Security, provided the funds to cover rent of the church hall. 
 
The Kemptville Branch is now, and always has been, made up of faithful members who enjoy 
the fellowship of our bees and the joy of making the quilts which bring comfort to people with 
cancer. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 
Elaine MacNaughtan 
Secretary/Quilt Requests 
 

 
Doreen Daly, Marg Coffell and Anita Leslie pose for a photo at the Kemptville Branch Bee. 
 

 
 

Laurentian 

Victoria’s Quilts Canada Laurentian Branch had a year filled with pleasant surprises!   
Despite continuing to run two sewing sessions a month, our inventory of completed quilts is 
almost non-existent…as soon as we have the hand binding completed, the quilts are out the 
door.  In 2018 we sent out 154 quilts, an increase of 3.5 percent from last year.  Since inception 
of the Laurentian Branch, we have sent out 997 quilts.   
 
Overall membership is down slightly to 60, with several members moving away from our area to 
be closer to their children and grandchildren.  Sewing day attendance continually fluctuates as 
snowbirds and summer cottagers come and go in our area.  I always look forward to our sewing 
days, never knowing whether we’ll have a large or small group of members that day.  But 
whether large or small, I thoroughly enjoy the sights and sounds of our members working 
together as they cut fabric, measure borders, sew blocks, lay out designs, and hand bind.   
We held some UFO and craft sewing sessions during the spring and summer months.  We used 
remnants and fabric scraps from our stash to make table runners, place mats, pot holders, 
aprons, neck pillows, and gift bags.  In addition, any donated Christmas fabric was used to 
make Christmas stockings and pillows, as well as seasonal placemats and potholders.  Some 
UFO/Craft sessions were well attended, some were not.  But in either case, the “binding table 
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group” came each time to hand bind quilts needed to fill requests.   
 
In May two of our members held a Bowl-a-Thon in Mont Tremblant which was wildly successful.  
They raised $1,525 for our Branch!  It was a lot of work and we are grateful for the time and 
effort they put into organizing and running the event. 
Also, in May, I and another member attended the Ottawa Valley Quilters Guild show in Ottawa, 
where we drooled over several models of long-arm and mid-arm quilt machines.  I bumped into 
another quilter who told me a local group had successfully applied for a $25,000 grant from the 
Federal Government to buy a long-arm machine.   
 
That got me thinking about grants. We were using a Juki on a wooden frame, but what if we 
could upgrade.  What if we could get a quilting computer and some more sewing machines, and 
Oliso irons?  The hunt was on for information about the New Horizons for Seniors Program 
grant, what we could do with it, and how to apply.   
 
So, in June several of our members and the executive attended a Quilt show in St. Therese 
sponsored by the Canadian Quilter’s Association.  Once again, we drooled over the quilting 
machines but this time, we had a plan.  We stopped and talked with the representative for 
Grace Q’Unique.  We told him about our VQC Branch, that we were applying for the New 
Horizons for Seniors Program grant and if our grant was approved, we’d want to purchase a 
mid-arm quilter.  The rep surprised us by donating a quilting frame from the show.   
 
In mid-June we sent our grant application to the Federal Government for $17,858.  In the 
meantime, we continued fundraising through the summer months.  We ran a raffle and set up a 
VQC booth at our local Farmer’s market, the August Arundel Art show, as well as two Christmas 
craft fairs in November and December to sell the crafts we’d made through the summer months.  
Based on our financials, our craft sales alone raised $2,600 last year!  Since the grant can only 
cover capital investments, I’m hoping we can do the same or even better with our craft sales 
next year.  
  
At the same time, a generous anonymous donor approached our Treasurer wanting to make a 
substantial donation to our Branch.  When we told him about our grant wish list, his foundation 
donated $5,000 towards the purchase of a new mid-arm quilter.  The machine was ordered and 
received in November and installed on our free frame.  The throat space of the new machine is 
double that of our Juki, and it has a stitch regulator.  
   
At the end of the year the Federal Government advised us our grant was approved, and funds 
would be made available effective March 1, 2019.  We plan on applying again next year…as I’m 
sure we can create another wish list.   
 
2018 was truly a year of pleasant surprises.  It was a year of open hearts and generous spirits.  
The generosity of you, our volunteer members, community organizations, both near and far, and 
private individuals and corporations are immeasurable.  From the bottom of my heart, thank you 
for being there for us as we continue with our mission of providing handmade quilts to people 
living with cancer in our little corner of Canada.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Krys Koniecko, CCP 
President, Laurentian Branch 
Arundel, Québec 
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Moncton 

We hit another milestone in the NB Branch of Victoria’s Quilts. 908 quilts were delivered in 
2018. We are not trying to grow our numbers but obviously the need is there.  

 
We started off 2018 with a breakdown of our long arm. It took us 6 months to get it back but we 
survived thanks to the help of many friends with long arms. We did a bus trip to the Mahone Bay 
Quilt show as a fundraiser and we decorated and sold Christmas wreaths as a new venture. 
Both of these fundraisers worked out well.  
 
We continue to meet two afternoons a week at the Lions Club in Moncton. In addition groups 
throughout the province make tops for us, quilt and deliver. We save a lot on postage by having 
delivery people in 15 areas of the province. Moncton handles the financials and the 
administration but the rest of the work is shared by people throughout the province.  
 
Flannelette continues to be our biggest expense but we try to only buy it when it is 40 or 50% 
off. Our local Fabricville lets us order bolts at any time at 40% off. We also buy some flannelette 
through the same wholesaler who supplies our batting. The Forresters continue to buy us 
$4000/year in cotton fabric and Memorial donations have helped a lot as well. A local quilt shop 
has a “bring and buy” table for us, year round and thus far we have received $6000 from that 
venture. Many people make this all work.  
 
Over 50 volunteers were able to join us for a pre-Christmas dinner in Moncton. It is a wonderful 
group of people with big hearts. 
 
At the moment we have over 300 quilts made ahead. That gives us lots of breathing room so we 
don’t feel too much pressure which is a nice way to have it.  
 
All is well here on the East Coast. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jane Sunderland 
Chair, Moncton Branch 
 

Moosomin 

The Moosomin Branch #132 had a busy year in 2018, delivering 102 quilts. For a small Branch 
with few helpers, this is incredible. We meet once a month at the United Church in Wapella, SK 
which is also where we store our supplies. It is a great work space for us. We had no 
fundraisers in 2018, but the donations keep our bank account on the positive side. 
 
We have a senior lady who has pieced and quilted 114 quilts for our Branch. This is a 
remarkable feat as she is over 80 years old, and she donates her own fabric, batting, and 
backing for each quilt! This is how she wants to help. 
 
The cost of mailing is our biggest expense as the postal rates continue to climb. We hand 
deliver when we can; otherwise Canada Post is our delivery system. Moosomin is in the 
southeastern corner of the province of Saskatchewan. 
 
Unfortunately, cancer seems to rear its ugly head over and over again. We believe that we bring 
a touch of warmth and comfort to cancer patients when they receive a VQC quilt so we will 
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continue to help provide these quilts as long as we can. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Sheryl Garrett 
Moosomin Branch Coordinator 
 

Neepawa 

In 2018, our branch delivered 235 quilts. In July of 2018, we delivered our 500th quilt since the 
inception of our branch in late 2013.  
 
We have continued to receive funding from a number of foundations, including the Winnipeg 
Foundation, Beautiful Plains, Brandon Area, Minnedosa, North Norfolk and Big Grass; as well 
as a number of service clubs and many individuals.  
  
We continued our own fundraising event of an Annual Stew and dessert luncheon in March. 
This is becoming more popular every year. In 2018 we served 300 bowls of stew.  We have 
been fortunate in securing an office space where members meet regularly on Wednesdays to 
cut kits, attach bindings, sew quilt tops, and miscellaneous other tasks required. Our meetings 
are also held in this space.   
 
We receive assistance from a number of sewers, one of whom has completed over 150 tops, 
and others who have completed more than 100 tops.   
 
Our chapter provides quilts to the whole province of Manitoba, including Winnipeg. It is 
anticipated that the demand will continue to increase.  
 
Respectfully submitted,   
M. VanBuskirk 
Chair, Neepawa Branch 
 

Okotoks 

Hello from Southern Alberta. 2018 saw our branch give 256 quilts over the course of the year 
with a little bit of help to Manitoba and more recently to the Calgary branch who cover northern 
Alberta. Our High River friends group is getting busier as the cancer clinic in that community 
sees more patients. Those ladies are a real productive group with their Man quilter, Gordon, 
keeping up to their production of 126 quilts for the year.  We have a new friends group on the 
northern fringe of our territory who meet weekly and bring us lots of new ideas and enthusiasm 
as well as a new volunteer for the executive. Welcome Rowena and crew! 
 
Fundraising this year included the annual Christmas Market in Nanton and a new opportunity for 
a table at a ”Light Up The Night” evening in December in the community of Heritage Pointe. 
Another interesting and productive fundraiser in May was a concert hosted by Graceland Radio 
and featuring the Rev. “Elvis” at a Calgary hotel. Our quilts were proudly displayed and resulted 
in several requests and good exposure. We were their outreach charity of choice. 
 
 It always amazes us how generous people are and how much they appreciate receiving our 
quilts. One lady in Medicine Hat who was given a quilt donated boxes and boxes of lovely color 
coordinated fabric complete with patterns. She herself had made over 100 quilts and given them 
away but just couldn’t do it anymore. We decided to name each quilt made from her fabric a 
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Kelly’s Blessing quilt and send her a picture of the finished quilts. Currently we are working on # 
35 from her stash and she is loving it, as are we.  
 
Two gentlemen whose wives had both received quilts from us, contacted us and gave us a 
lovely gift of fabric and funds to carry on the work. Their wives had died within a month of each 
other and they were neighbors. Such a heartwarming visit with them.  We were also the 
recipient of a Walmart grant for the second time as people in that organization had been 
touched by our quilts as well. So quilters – keep up the good work!  It is appreciated. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Jacquie Rhodes 
Chair, Okotoks Branch 
 

Portland 

 VQC Portland Branch comforted 58 cancer patients with beautiful quilts in 2018. In addition we 
supplied National with 24 quilt tops over the year. Our dedicated group of 15 volunteer ladies 
meet once a month, September through to June, for group quilt sewing projects and preparing 
quilts for machine quilting. We are fortunate to have Country Roads Community Health Centre 
in Portland provide us with two large, bright rooms with fabulous kitchen facilities and numerous 
tables for our group activities and lunch meetings. In December we held a special Christmas 
celebration with a potluck hot lunch and gift exchange. This year we added a very successful 
cookie exchange to our festivities. 
 
Over the last year we welcomed one new member and one new friend to our group. Sadly we 
also lost two members and both wonderful ladies have been dearly missed. 
 
Our Branch received three generous donations of quilting fabric from our retired member and 
the families of our deceased members. We are so thankful for these donations and look forward 
to the beautiful quilts that these fabrics will make. 
 
In the fall we once again participated in the Smiths Falls Breast Cancer Awareness evening 
where branch members volunteered their time to provide information about VQC and our 
Portland Branch. 
 
Being a small and very rural-based Branch we do not have the luxury of corporate business 
sponsorship. We are very appreciative of monetary donations made by quilt recipients, their 
families and friends. For fundraising over the last year we sewed bowl buddies and Japanese 
petal jewelry bags from fabric scraps, and along with folded nylon shopping bags and scrubbies, 
sold these within our group and to family and friends. At present our fundraising project is to sell 
handmade note cards locally and through the Rideau Lakes Elgin library which has generously 
provided display space. 
 
We are so fortunate to have talented members and friends who volunteer their time and energy 
to administration, fundraising, purchasing, storing the stash, pinning quilts, delivering the quilts 
and supporting our branch in so many ways. It is a wonder we still find extra time to quilt and 
somehow manage to 'show and tell’ many beautiful finished quilts at our meetings.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Caldwell 
Chair, Portland Branch 
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Renfrew 

Hard to believe another year has gone by and it’s time to write another report. 
 
As always we are so grateful to the many volunteers who work tirelessly to make sure we have 
completed quilts to fulfill our requests. 
 
Renfrew was happy to donate unfinished quilt tops to Ottawa to help with the backlog in 
requests. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Jamieson 
Renfrew Branch Coordinator 
 

Tignish 

We had a quiet year activity wise but made and delivered lots of quilts. We received a donation 
of $1,000.00 from Tignish Credit Union. We did a presentation at UPSE and received a 
$500.00 donation from them. We also received $500.00 from West Prince Sport Council who 
support local charities if asked.  We had a Tea and invited all volunteers last summer at one of 
the coordinators cottage which went over very well, enjoyed by all.   
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Eleanor Perry  
Coordinator, Tignish Branch 
 

Victoria 

The Victoria Branch just keeps growing!  We’ve had the Parksville Friends Group, led by 
Stephanie Szymczak, working up island and delivering quilts to Cedar, Comox, Courtney, 
Nanaimo, Nanoose Bay and Qualicum Beach for 5 years.  The Cowichan Valley Friends 
Group, led by Jayne Shaw, delivers quilts to Arbutus Ridge, Chemainus, Cobble Hill, Cowichan 
Station, Crofton, Duncan, Glenora, Honeymoon Bay, Ladysmith, Lake Cowichan, Malahat, Mill 
Bay, Shawnigan Lake and Youbou.  And still one more Friends Group, Chilliwack, led by Kelly 
Sang began operation out of Chilliwack, delivering to Chilliwack and Abbotsford.  It has been a 
very busy year! 

Three gatherings are held during the month at Parksville, Cowichan Valley, Chilliwack and 
Victoria.  Our Membership totals over 110. 

We are fortunate to have the Summerland Material Girls Quilt Guild deliver 21 quilt tops to us 
and the Langley group sent us 14. 

We’ve delivered 374 quilts this year!  This has kept the mailing committee and local delivery 
women very busy.  

Our Fundraising Streams: 

Victoria Foundation 
Parksville Qualicum Foundation 
Chilliwack Foundation 
Thrifty Foods Smile Card 
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Night of Lights 
Purdys Chocolates 
Telus retired employees 
Royal Bank retired employees 
 
We purchase our flannelette from Siltex Mills in Winnipeg and our tone on tones from Trendtex 
Fabrics in Coquitlam.  In addition, our batting comes from Gordon Fabrics in Richmond.  This is 
the most reasonable way for us to purchase supplies.  
  
2019 – We’ve been delivering quilts since May 2010 – 9 years!  It flew by quickly  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Chris Magel and Elaine Crossley 
Victoria Branch 
 

Waterloo/Wellington 

In 2018, we delivered 193 quilts in Waterloo Region, Wellington Region, and in the 
Burlington/Oakville, Stratford, Brantford, and Fordwich areas.  
Hamilton and Niagara left our branch’s delivery area to begin their new branch in the early 
months of 2018. We maintained ties with them, as they participated in the selling of calendars, 
and shared some of our resources.    
 
In the spring, we sold raffle tickets for 2 quilts made by branch members. The draw was held in 
June in St. Agatha. Judy, once again, pulled together our 2019 calendars. This year’s pictures 
highlighted quilts from some of our talented sewists. The calendars were quite popular at the 
various venues at which we had them displayed, one of which was the Arts’ Festival in St. 
Jacob’s.  
 
We also took advantage of Walmart’s generous grants to volunteer organizations. Doris 
continued to work hard at applying and then driving to pick up the cheques after we had been 
approved. 
 
There were a number of occasions for presentations about Victoria’s Quilts. Doris, Claudia, and 
Margaret did presentations at a Woman’s Day in Baden, an Arts’ Festival in Cambridge and a 
local business in Waterloo that surprised us with a $1000 cheque!!  
In October, we had to move our stash from Waterloo to a new location in Cambridge. Despite a 
rainy day, we moved all our fabric and quilting odds and ends safely. 
The monthly sewing sessions at Creative Sisters in Kitchener continued to supply us with many 
of the quilts that were delivered to recipients in our area. 
We are grateful to the approximately 40 members who sew, quilt, deliver, and do the many 
other jobs needed in order to bring comfort to people living with cancer in our area. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Margaret Welches-O’Hagan 
Co-Chair Waterloo/Wellington Branch 
 

West Nipissing 

West Nipissing VQC membership has seen some changes 2018.  One of our original members, 
Kaye passed away in February, after being ill for a few months. Her children donated her 
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quilting supplies to our group. She will be missed, but every time we use some of her stuff, we 
remember her and her dry sense of humour.  
 
Also, we had a change of treasurer in our executive in December. 
 
We continue meeting weekly on Thursday afternoons at Club 50 in Cache Bay and monthly at 
St. Andrew’s United Church for a full day.  About 65 quilts were delivered in our area this year, 
and our group produced over 80 quilts, so we always have a few made up ahead. 
 
We held our annual Christmas supper, and members donated to the Cache Bay Senior’s Club 
50 who lets us use their space every week.  
 
Outreach:  
Eight members attended the Neighbourhood Show & Tell on Manitoulin Island in May. We quite 
enjoyed sharing ideas and meeting quilters from other groups or guilds, and informing other 
quilters about VQC. This gathering had about 400 quilters coming from all around North East 
Ontario, and the Show and Tell portion offered us a lot of inspiration.  
 
Fundraising activities:  
Our community is very supportive of VQC, and we received donations from various service 
groups and individuals.   
 
We also held a perennial plant sale and garage sale, which we plan on repeating this year. We 
receive many perennial plants from our members and others from supporters of VQC. 
 
In October we held a Quilt Show & Tea Room at St. Andrew’s United Church, a beautiful setting 
for our second bi-annual quilt show   It was very successful: attendance was high and feedback 
was positive. Our quilters donated their baking, their time, and small & medium quilted items for 
sale at the show. Quilts displayed were partly from our VQC quilts and from the members’ own 
personal creations.    

 
Raising awareness:  
Our local newspaper has been covering our activities: quilt show, international women’s day, 
and a monthly ad in the classified section. We are hoping to increase the awareness and 
demand as well as the donations for our VQC branch. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Suzanne Davidson-Noël 
Coordinator, West Nipissing Branch 
 

Woodstock /Oxford  

Victoria’s Quilts, Woodstock/Oxford branch, has had another successful year.  London has 
become self-sufficient and has found enough volunteers to form a board for a new branch.  We 
hope that this will materialize in the next few months.  Our appreciation goes out to Donna 
Arnold and Ellen James, who have been the motivational force behind the success of this 
group.   
 
We have approximately 30 volunteers in Woodstock and 25 volunteers in each of our friends 
groups (Tillsonburg and London).  Our board is comprised of 9 people.  There are 11 delivery 
volunteers.  This year we have completed 390 quilts and delivered 309 of those quilts to people 
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in Oxford county, London and surrounding areas.  
 
Our major fundraising effort was a quilt auction and craft sales.  In total we raised $6,700.  We 
have been busy spreading the word about VQC in our area by setting up booths at quilt fairs 
and crafters markets.  There have been many speaking engagements at churches, service 
clubs and city information days.  At the end of the year we began a new project – Block of the 
Month.  We are enjoying the diversion, we use up scrap material and we will end up creating a 
few VQ quilt tops from these blocks. 
 
Carol Nant, our Tillsonburg friend’s group organizer, has gathered an energetic group of 
volunteers who are extremely productive.  As there are no branches west of us in Southern 
Ontario we thank our Windsor friend, Patty Savage who makes many quilts for VQC and she 
also delivers in that area.   
 
Our goal for 2019 is to support London while they become a branch.  We will continue to spread 
the word in our area and raising funds necessary to keep our group vibrant.  We continue to 
keep those people with cancer, whom we encounter, in our prayers.  May God grant them 
courage and peace. 
 
The Woodstock/Oxford branch is blessed with talented members who share their creativity and 
friendship at our bi-monthly sewing days.  We are proud to belong to such a meaningful 
organization. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Moore 
Branch Coordinator, Woodstock/Oxford Branch 
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Annex A  2018 Unaudited Financial Statement 
























